
 
 

  
STEELE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

WORK SESSION AGENDA 
        Administration Center - 630 Florence Avenue – Owatonna, MN 55060 

 
Steele County’s Mission: 

 Driven to deliver quality services in a respectful and fiscally responsible way.  
 

TUESDAY,  J u l y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 2  A T  4 :00 PM  
County Boardroom, Steele County Administration Center  

 
Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Detention Center Update 

3. 2023 Budget Discussions 

4. Master/Capital Plan 

a. Joint Dispatch Expansion Update/Sheriff’s Office Location 

5. Other Business 

 
Adjourn 

Disclaimer:  This agenda has been prepared to provide information regarding an upcoming meeting of the Steele 
County Board of Commissioners.  This document does not claim to be complete and is subject to change. 



 
Steele County  
Agenda Item 

 

Subject: Detention Center Update 

Department: Administrator's Office 

Committee Meeting Date: July 12, 2022  

Board Meeting Date: July 12, 2022 

Consent Agenda: ☐ Yes ☐ No            Resolution: ☐ Yes ☒ No 

 

Recommendation:  

Continue jail pod wall construction, as previously approved 

Background (Including Budget Impact): 

Steele County was recently informed by the Dodge County Sheriff that Dodge County will begin 
contracting with Olmsted County for jail services soon.  In the wake of this development a review  
of our current jail pod wall construction project was completed by the Sheriff Dept. staff, 
Administrator, Finance Director, and Facilities Director.  Last year, when the Board approved the 
jail pod wall project ($609,000), it was projected that one of the potential benefits of the project 
would be to secure boarding contracts with outside agencies like Dodge County by creating a “one 
stop shop” for all prisoner classifications.  Financially, it was shown that the additional revenue from 
these contracts would have a “return on investment” effect. 

Although this recent development will reduce annual boarding revenue by about $250,000 from 
Dodge County, staff is recommending to continue with the pod wall project based on these benefits 
and assessments: 

1. The pod wall bid and contract was awarded earlier this year, the project design has been 
completed, and construction is scheduled to begin August 1st.  

2. Overall, the pod wall will create a facility layout that will produce operational efficiencies to 
house and supervise (safely) more prisoner classifications at existing staff levels.  This 
includes females and work release inmates. 

3. Direct cost avoidance savings of $60-70,000/year will be seen by housing females at our 
facility vs. housing them through outside boarding contracts. 

4. The new design will allow for other outside boarding contracts and revenue in the future 
should opportunities arise. 

It should also be noted that the Detention Center staffing level will not be affected whether the wall 
is built or not. 
  
Attachments:  
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